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y time on our national
TPA board is fast coming
to an end. It has been six years
since Joel Lederman, Edsel
Moore and Donald Campen
talked me into running for the
Board. I served two 2-year
terms on the Board along with
an additional year because of
CARLYLE WIMBISH
National Vice President COVID and one year as your
national vice president. For
most of those six years I was the oldest member
on the board and surprisingly the one that pushed
for change the most. As I go off the board the
thing I am most disappointed in is that more
changes were not made.
In my employment life I have had the
privilege to hold two positions at two different
colleges that I was the first person to hold that
newly created position. The great thing about it is
that I had no one to tell me “we have always done
it this way.” The biggest problem I have found
with TPA is that too many members are hooked
on always doing it this way and refuse to think of
change.
When I was asked to become Secretary of
Virginia Post D the post had been inactive for
several years. The post had been put in escrow and
the membership was being transferred to other
Virginia posts. I had never been invited to a post
meeting and really knew little about TPA. I really
didn’t join TPA, I just purchased an accident
insurance policy. At least that is what I thought.
When I became the secretary of my post, it
had been so inactive it was about like one of those
college jobs. There was no one there to tell me
anything, much less “we all ways did it this way.”
First we found that it was about impossible to find
a night for a meeting because of conflicts with
civic clubs, church activities and school events.
We found a restaurant that served a great
breakfast buffet and set an early time so those who
were employed could get to work on time. We
found out quickly that we had to find something
to make the members want to come. They didn’t
want to talk about all those things in the
prescribed TPA agenda. We now only talk about
them when it is necessary. An interesting program
or speaker has been the hook for us. Members
really enjoy our meetings.
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As I sit on the national board I hear an echo
of what happened at my post happening all over
the country. Posts and divisions are being put in
escrow because no one wants to be a division or
post secretary anymore. Basically because we
refuse to make the changes needed to make the
secretary a more inviting job.
Reports, reports and more reports. No one
wants to fill them out and many are not needed.
But we have always done it this way. It is time to
modernize. The way we did things in the 1800 and
1900s has got to go.
Membership is the key to any successful
organization. It is my belief that if you enjoy being
a member of any organization such as TPA you
should want your friends to also belong and you
need to ask them to join. Rarely is anyone going
to ask to join anything. Unfortunately TPA has put
too much emphasis on incentives. What do I get
out of it or what does my post or division get if I
write new members.
There are too many negative thoughts when it
comes to our organization. We are too old, we
can’t meet because of COVID, we can’t sign up
young prospects, and on it goes with I can’t. Too
much use of the word can’t. I have never seen
anyone be able to do something they have said
they can’t do. I am a positive person and I like that
there is plenty I can do if I try. I have a framed
needle point saying that I have hung in every
office I have ever had ... “The Man Who Says It
Can’t Be Done Is Liable To Be Interrupted By
Someone Doing It.” I hope you get interrupted by
someone doing something to make TPA better
because they made some significant changes and
I also hope you do some of the interrupting.
The truth is that we can all work to improve
our organization and make it the most popular
organization in our community that people will
start to ask to join. It is not going to happen if we
are not willing to make changes.

Fraternally yours,
Carlyle Wimbish
National Vice President

See You in Michigan!
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I

hope this message finds you and your family
healthy and safe. I want to thank staff at national
headquarters for their dedication, flexibility, and
commitment to customer service. We are devoted
to doing everything we can to support the safety
and well-being of our members and staff. With new
vaccines and booster shots the rate of coronavirus
infections is decreasing, and there is a light at the
end of the tunnel. We will get through this.
ALBERT M. SHOEMAKER, JR.
Traditionally, TPA has invited new members Chief Administrative Officer
by word of mouth. Because of the coronavirus
and restrictions on gathering size over the past year, it has been
challenging to write new members. Please remember that new members
can join online. I encourage you to visit our website at www.tpahq.org. In
2021 we had more than 17,000 new visitors on our website that generated
unsolicited new memberships and online donations. To help retain
membership, current members can easily renew online. The board
approved continuation of The Excitement Program, our 2021-2022
membership incentive program. It’s time to get excited about writing new
members! Membership is the key to future success, and I encourage you
to share the good news described in this issue of the Travelers magazine
with your family, friends, and associates.
Your board of directors is dedicated to the betterment of the
Association by exhibiting prudent financial management, sound investing
strategies, and increased investment in resources and technology. As I
write this article, we have just completed our statutory financial statement
filings with the National Association of Insurance Commissioners and
our state regulators. We closed our books and ended the 2021 fiscal year
with $13.98 million in assets and $12.44 million in surplus.
We continued our commitment to improving the quality of life in the
communities we live in through community service and safety programs,
to our members in need through the Homer T. Wilson fund, and to those
with hearing loss through Hearing Trust grants. In 2021 we served our
communities by raising $41,044 in donations and issuing $67,776 in
grants. I am proud of you for your efforts, hard work and loyalty.
I hope to see you at the 132nd Annual Meeting in Grand Rapids, MI
from June 19-22. The Amway Grand Plaza Hotel includes a 29-story
glass tower, an indoor heated pool, seven dining venues, a luxurious spa,
several bars, an amazing view of the city, a beautiful conference center,
and countless tourist attractions. To learn more, turn to page 18 of this
magazine.
It is because of outstanding members like you that TPA can continue
to offer the support, hope, protection, and fraternalism that allows us to
improve the quality of life for our members and their communities.
I sincerely thank you.
Fraternally,
Albert M. Shoemaker, Jr.
Chief Administrative Officer
T R AV E L E R S
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America Has a Compassion Fatigue Problem.
Here’s How We Can Fix It.
The past year and a half has most of us feeling numb, helpless, and burned out on bad news.
Elaine Parke’s Habits of Unity framework can help reignite a passion for positive change.

B

erkeley Springs, WV (January 2022)—Over the
past year and a half we’ve seen over 700,000
Americans die from COVID, faced a bitterly
controversial election, and endured massive social
upheaval. It’s a lot of pain and suffering. And yet, we
seem to be numb to it all. Headlines and images that
might have once shocked us barely elicit a “Hmmm,
that’s too bad.”
Elaine Parke says we’re experiencing a type of
compassion fatigue on a national scale—and that needs
to change right now.
“I get that caring about others can be painful,” says
Parke, author of The Habits of Unity: 12 Months
to a Stronger America ... one citizen at a time (Outskirts
Press, 2021, ISBN: 978-1-9772-4276-1, $21.95,
www.12habits4allofus.org). “But caring is what makes
us human. And it’s in our humanity that we’ll find the
powerful sense of connection that fuels us to join with
others to solve the very real problems we face.”
Here’s the thing: the only way things will get better
is for each of us to get intentional about becoming the
kind of person we want to be. Rather than assuming
others will take action, we need to hold ourselves
accountable and work on developing thoughts and
practices that benefit us, our communities, and our
country.
That’s why Parke created the framework laid out in
her book: she wants us to reconnect with our humanity
and reunify America around the ideals of cooperation,
connection, and civility. It’s a system meant to help us
push the reset button on our attitudes and alleviate that
numb, exhausted feeling that keeps us from acting to
make the world better.
Parke thinks of The Habits of Unity as a powerful
form of “Mental Nutrition.”
“We’ve all heard that we are what we eat, but I say
we are the messages we consistently consume,” says
Parke. “We’re personalizing the negative, almost
apocalyptic news we hear 24/7. No wonder we’ve
become depressed, stressed, and disengaged. No wonder
we feel helpless. It’s time we moved to a mental diet that
nourishes and encourages.”

4
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With her simple, doable framework for uplifting
ourselves, boosting our mental health, and practicing
unity, Parke hopes to get everyone focused on the same
branded behavior each month. The idea is that the sheer
force of all that concentrated positive energy sparks a
unity revolution that rises from the ground up and
sweeps the nation.
Yet, until that happens, we can leverage the power of
The Habits of Unity on a personal level by absorbing the
book’s 365 “one-magic-minute-a-day” motivationals to
form one good habit per month:
January: Help Others
February: You Count
March: Resolve Conflicts
April: Take Care of Our Environment
May: Be Grateful
June: Reach Higher
July: Become Involved
August: Know Who You Are
September: Do Your Best
October: Be Patient and Listen
November: Show a Positive Attitude
December: Celebrate Community,
Family, and Friends
Those who’ve tried it say the plan is easy to put into
practice. It feels good, so you’ll want to keep doing it.
And you’ll be surprised by how quickly compassion
fatigue shifts toward empowered engagement.
“Big, impactful change happens because ordinary
people do what they can, when they can,” Parke says.
“We can post an affirming message on social media
instead of doom scrolling or worse, publicly
complaining. We can donate a few canned goods instead
of just driving by the food pantry. We can call a friend
who is struggling and encourage them.
“If enough of us make these seemingly small but
truly powerful changes,” she adds, “together we can shift
momentum away from disengagement, and toward
lifting one another up.”
Reprinted with permission: Dottie DeHart, DeHart & Company Public
Relations
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Your Nominations!
Nominations for both the Merit Award and Fraternalist of the Year
must be submitted to national headquarters no later than
May 31, 2022. Any nomination arriving after the deadline will
not be considered. Every post and division is urged to submit a
candidate for these prestigious awards. Being nominated for
these awards is an honor. Here are a few important guidelines to
remember:

TPA Merit Award
❑ The state convention shall select one
Merit
or more members to be the division
Award
candidates. The name of the
member selected, accompanied with
a letter, which describes their
activities for the Association that resulted in their
nomination, must be sent to national headquarters.
❑ No national officer, national committee chairperson,
state secretary, or previous Merit Award winner shall
be eligible for this award. However, after five years,
a previous Merit Award winner shall become eligible
for nomination.
❑ The activities of the candidate during the current
membership year only will be considered, from
May 1, 2021 to April 30, 2022. These activities
include number of safety projects and participation;
number of community service projects and
participation; number of applications written and
accepted; number of delinquents collected; number
of new honor roll members sponsored; and number
of TPA meetings of post and state attended.
❑ All nomination forms submitted to national
headquarters must contain verification of all data by
the post secretary and state secretary. Please attach a
letter of verification signed by both secretaries to the
nomination form.
❑ To be eligible as a candidate, the member must have
sponsored five new members during this
membership year of May 1, 2021 to April 30, 2022.

TPA Fraternalist of the Year (FOTY)
■ The post shall select one or more
members to be the post candidates.
Fraternalist
The name of the member selected
of the Year
with the nomination form and a
letter, which describes their
activities that resulted in their
nomination must be sent to national headquarters.

■ The activities of the nominee from May 1, 2021 to
April 30, 2022 will be considered.
■ No national officer, national committee chairperson,
state secretary, or previous Fraternalist of the Year
winner shall be eligible for this award. However, after
five years, a previous Fraternalist of the Year winner
shall become eligible for nomination.
■ In order to judge a nominee’s contributions, the
following criteria must be followed: safety projects
and participation; community service projects and
participation; welfare projects and participation;
membership development; leadership in post and
division; and civic, volunteer, and religious activities
in other organizations. For each of these, identify the
name of the project, date, if the nominee was the
organizer or participant, and commentary about the
work and outcome.
■ IMPORTANT! All nomination forms submitted to
national headquarters must contain verification of all
data by the post secretary. Please attach a letter of
verification signed by the secretary to the nomination
form.
■ Nominees not selected as the Fraternalist of the Year
are eligible for nomination in subsequent years.
Thank you to all the members who have given their time
and effort to community service projects, fundraisers,
and events that not only have helped others in your
community, but have spread TPA’s name as well.
The winners of the Merit Award and Fraternalist of the
Year will be selected by a committee from nominations
made by the various posts and divisions. An award will
be presented to each winner at the 2022 National
Convention in Grand Rapids, MI.
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Teaching Your Child
the Rules of Safe Riding
GIVE HAND AND ARM SIGNALS
Before turning or stopping, give the proper signal in plenty of time to let
others know what you intend to do.
RIDE ON THE RIGHT
Ride only on the right hand side of the street or roadway the same as if you
were driving an automobile. Watch carefully when passing a parked car or truck.
When overtaking a car ahead, pass on the left when the way is clear.
RIDE SINGLE FILE
When on the streets and highways with other bicyclists, ride single file,
one behind the other. Keep three bicycle lengths behind the rider
you are following.
USE YOUR OWN POWER
Never hitch onto cars or trucks. Bicycle riders or
persons on coasters or roller skates must never cling
or hold on to moving cars or trucks. Keep a safe distance
behind the car or truck you are following, ready for a
sudden stop.
RIDE ALONE
Don’t carry another person on the handlebars or crossbar
of your bicycle. It makes balance uncertain and steering
unsteady. Only one person should ride on a standard bicycle.
NIGHT RIDING
Night riding is doubly dangerous. Don’t ride after dark if
you can avoid it. If you must ride at night, ride slowly with
extra care and remember you must have a good light and
reflector that can be seen clearly.
RIDE STRAIGHT
Ride in a straight line. Don’t weave in and out of traffic or
try trick riding on the street or sidewalk. Keep your head up.
ENTER THE STREET WITH CARE
Don’t ride out of driveways or alleys or ride from behind
parked cars without stopping and looking to see that the
sidewalks or streets are clear. Walk your bicycle and mount
after leaving the driveway.
CARRY THINGS PROPERLY
Keep at least one hand on the handlebars at all times. Never
carry bundles that will prevent this. It is best to have a bicycle
basket on the front, or a rack on the back with straps, to
carry books or other packages.

SLOW DOWN AT ALL STREET CORNERS
Slow down and look both ways before crossing
street corners. Walk your bicycle when crossing
heavy traffic or busy highways.
YIELD TO CARS
Do not ride in front of a car, even if you have the
right of way. Cars are bigger, faster and heavier
and more difficult to maneuver than your bike.
OBEY ALL TRAFFIC REGULATIONS
You must observe and obey all traffic rules as
drivers of cars and trucks are required to do.
Traffic signs, lights, one-way streets and
crosswalk markings apply to the bicycle rider as
well as to drivers and people who are walking.
You must always ride at a safe speed to fit
conditions. A red light or stop sign means STOP.
A yellow or amber light and yield signs mean
“CAUTION” or proceed carefully.

LEARN YOUR LOCAL TRAFFIC RULES
Many cities and towns require riders to secure
bicycle licenses and obey other local bicycle rules.
Some towns and cities permit riders under 12
years of age to use the sidewalks in residential
areas. Ask your chief of police to tell you of the
bicycle rules for your own town.

“MAKE SAFETY FIRST AND MAKE IT LAST”
T R AV E L E R S
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Get Free At-home COVID-19 Tests

E

very home in the U.S. is eligible to order four free at-home COVID-19 tests. Orders will usually ship
within seven to twelve days. Order your tests now so you have them when you need them. Please note
this is one order per household (residential address),
Image may not be that of your
not per person.
actual self-test received.
Some important information about the tests include:
• Tests are rapid, antigen at-home tests.
• Results are available within several minutes
of taking the test.
• Tests work regardless of COVID-19
symptoms.
• Results are accurate whether you have the
COVID-19 vaccination or not.
The official site to request your free tests is: www.covidtests.gov. The
website also contains additional information and a comprehensive FAQs about the test. If you are
unable to request your test using the internet, or you need assistance, you can call 800-232-0233.

Meet Your 2021-2022 Board of Directors

Left to right: front row—Richard Martin, SC; Julie Kupper, TX; Delilah Keller, PA; Bailey Bledsoe, NC; Joel
Lederman, CO. Back row—Wayne Wentworth, MI; E.L. Reed, MO; Alfred Moore, LA; Albert Shoemaker,
MO; Tom Davis, KY; Carlyle Wimbish, VA.
8
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Travelers Protective Association Awards $11,850
in Financial Aid to Deaf and Hard of Hearing

T

PA Hearing Trust issued 18 grants, totaling $11,850, to
applicants requesting assistance during the fourth quarter
of 2021. Established by TPA in 1975, the mission of the TPA
Hearing Trust is to provide aid to individuals that are deaf or
hard of hearing for resources that will allow them to achieve
their full potential.
To date, the Trust has distributed over $2.3 million,
benefiting more than 6,000 individuals. For this quarter,
recipients plan to utilize their funding to obtain hearing aids,
batteries, FM system, school tuition, doctor visits, ear molds,
hearing aid repairs, cochlear implant upgrades, a vibrating
alarm clock and much more.
“The goal of the Trust is to aid and assist people. With
the help of our generous donors and members of our
communities, we know that we will continue increasing the
number of individuals we can offer support to,” said Albert
Shoemaker, TPA’s chief administrative officer.
Grants this quarter varied in size from $350 through
$900, benefiting recipients from 12 states and ranging in age
between five months and 93 years old, including five-monthold grant recipient Jace Campbell from South Carolina.
An independent 501(c)(3) organization, the TPA Hearing
Trust accepts tax deductible donations from TPA members,
posts and divisions, nonmembers, businesses, foundations
and all other legal entities. To learn more, make a contribution
to the TPA Hearing Trust or to apply for aid, please visit
www.tpahq.org/tpa-hearing-trust/.

Jace Campbell

Writers Club
as of March 1, 2022

Elverse Trahan, Louisiana
Wayne L. Wentworth, Michigan
T R AV E L E R S
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Donor Recognition
Donations from January 1, 2022
through March 1, 2022
Thank you to everyone who has contributed to the Trust. ALL donations are greatly appreciated.

DOUBLE
PLATINUM LEVEL
($2,000 and above)

PLATINUM
GOLD LEVEL
($1,500 – $1,999.99)

PLATINUM LEVEL

GOLD LEVEL

CONTRIBUTOR

($500 – $999.99)

($10 – $99.99)

Post D – Pennsylvania
Post I – Wisconsin Division
Wisconsin Division

Janice Boller
Kim Lohmann
Daniel & Nicole Martin
Robert & Jean Smoker
Post D – Virginia Division
Karl & Anna Van Dyk
Pennsylvania Division

SILVER LEVEL
($250 – $499.99)
Nebraska Division

($1,000 – $1,499.99)
E.L. & Patricia Reed

BRONZE LEVEL
($100 – $249.99)
Terry & Kathryn Hoeppner
Michael Lepore
Edward Michael
Network for Good
Carol Ruffner
Veltman Investment Services

Photo Submission Hints
We love to receive photos from our
Do:
posts, divisions, and members about all
the wonderful things that TPA
is doing.
To help ensure that your photos are
the right quality to be printed, here are
some helpful photography do’s and
don’ts for submitting photos to the
Travelers magazine.

When taking pictures
please try to:
Include kids in the picture (if possible)
• Have people engaging in activities
• Have people smiling
• Avoid things that might affect your
flash or background (a bright sun in
the background, or mirror on a wall,
etc.)

Don’t:

• Embed photos in an email.
• Send original photos from your
camera as an attachment to the email. • Embed photos in a Word file.
• Make sure that your camera has the
• Embed photos in a PDF file.
quality of photos on the highest
• Resize the photos to make them
setting.
smaller.
• Turn off the feature to have the date
• Send photo links from Facebook, or
and time appear on your photo.
other online sites.
• Send more than one photo.
• Send photos from newspapers.
• Send a professional print (if you are
• Print photos from your home printer.
unable to send a digital file).
• Use paperclips on photos or write on
the back.

We look forward to receiving your pictures!
T R AV E L E R S
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developed a plan for profit sharing and insurance for the
employees. E.L. is a soybean grower. He was also owner and
administrator of Reeds Aviation. He was a Piper plane dealer with
eight planes. He furnished flight training, charter services and air
Representing the Missouri Division
ambulance service with his brother. He has a certified commercial
E.L. as he is known, has been a member of license with multiple engines and instrumental ratings with a total
Post K, Chillicothe of the Missouri Division of 2,336 hours of flying time. He is also a licensed hot air balloon
operator.
for 60+ years.

President

E.L. Reed

Post Offices Held: Past president, and Other Associations: E.L. is a past director of the American Soybean
other offices and committees in Post K. He Association representing all the soybean growers of America. In
has been involved in child safety programs. May of 2015 he was sent as a representative of the organization to
the countries of Japan and Jordan giving a presentation of
State Offices Held: Missouri state director soybeans to 60 delegates from eight different countries.
for nine years, chairman of the state board, and chairman of the
finance committee. E.L. won’t get involved in anything unless he Additionally, he was past president of the Missouri Agriculture
thinks he can make a difference. He now believes in the new look Association which consists of 268 dealers; past president of the
for TPA. He is a planner who thinks before making decisions and Missouri Seedsman Association; former president of the Research
Conservation and Development Board of Directors; past president
will do things for the betterment of TPA.
of the Future Farmers of America Alumni in Livingston County,
National Offices Held: E.L. has been on the national board of Missouri where responsibilities included organizing the
directors for five years and is currently the national president.
fairgrounds; past secretary of the Chillicothe Rotary club and
Education: He has a Bachelor’s of Science in Agriculture Business member of the Farm Bureau Association; member of the United
from Northwest Missouri State University. He has done extra Methodist Church where he served on various committees for 60
work in graduate school at the University of Missouri– years; treasurer of the Livingston County Foundation, serving
community schools and hospital funding; director of the Litton
Columbia.
Mission Trips: He has traveled with the American Soybean Foundation which oversees scholarships for students showing
Association to Ghana in 1978, Mozambique in 2014, and Ghana leadership abilities; member of the Masonic Blue Lodge and
and Senegal, Africa again in 2016 with W.I.S.S.H. Foundation. received his 50-year pin this summer; past president of the
Additionally, he went to Haiti with his church in 2017 to support Chillicothe, Missouri Shrine Club and received his 50-year pin for
being a Shiner; member of the Chillicothe, Missouri Jaycees;
relief efforts.
Chillicothe High School DeMolay advisor for 21 years working with
Family: Married to wife Pat, with two sons, four grandchildren, high school students; member of Chillicothe, Missouri Chamber
and two great-grandchildren.
of Commerce; served in the National Guard for eight years; and a
Business Background: Co-owner of Reeds Seed Company, a Boy Scout leader for 35 years. As you can tell from these
family business since 1932. He shared the responsibilities of organizations that E.L. belongs to, he is a supporter of the youth.
running the business, including sales, financial oversight, He asks for your support and vote.
bookkeeping, and management. They had 28 employees. He

Vice President

Joel Lederman
Representing the Colorado Division
Joel Lederman was written as a member by
his father in the Nebraska Division when he
was approximately 19 years old. He
became active in the Kearney, NE post and
wrote 10 to 25 applications during the
years when he lived in Nebraska while
serving as post president, post secretary
and member of the post and state division
board of directors and state president. In 1982 Joel was elected to
the national board of directors and completed his two-year term
serving as finance chairman and on other committees.
Joel was honored to be elected in 2012-2013 to the national board
of directors again from the Colorado Division where his family
relocated in 1985. Joel operated his own demolition and asbestos
abatement firm successfully for about 20 years. In 2014 Joel was
elected national vice president and in 2015 Joel was elected
national president of TPA and completed his year successfully as
national president in 2016.
Joel has been honored to serve as a trustee for the TPA Hearing
Trust for the past several years and he is a contributor to the trust
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as well. The TPA Hearing Trust is his favorite charity, doing
wonderful things with grants to help to those with medical hearing
issues.
Joel respects and works well with the national headquarters staff
and CAO.
Joel is in good health, retired, and able to devote all the time
necessary to help TPA turn membership around and to promote
community service and safety with trips to posts and divisions. He
will also promote the Homer T. Wilson Fund and TPA Hearing Trust.
Joel Lederman has been active in TPA and has made very close
friends in our wonderful Association all over the United States. He
looks forward, if elected this year, to continue taking an active part
serving under President E.L. Reed for the coming year and taking
a very active role working with national headquarter staff and all
national directors.
Your support to elect Joel Lederman as national vice president at
the Michigan convention will be most sincerely appreciated and
you will have my honest full-time effort to continue TPA running
smoothly as possible. Thanks for your consideration everyone and
may you all be blessed with good health and happiness in the
coming years.
If anyone has any questions, I would love to hear from you at any
time. My phone number is 303.505.9236 and my email is
joell55@yahoo.com. Feel free to contact me anytime.

N O M I N A T I O N S

continued

with Boy Scouts in varied roles including scout master. I belong
to several computer user groups, VMUG for example, due to job
requirements. Being no longer involved with Boy Scouts has
freed up my time to make time to be on the TPA National Board.
Representing the Missouri Division
My intention for taking this position is to help TPA transfer from
I’m Brad Cunningham and I have always being over a 100 year-old institution to being a valued entity in
lived in Kansas City. I have a wife of 23 to the future. Change isn’t always welcomed and sometimes
years, Carrie, a son, Kyle, 21 years old and feared but the path we are on doesn’t bode well for our future.
a daughter, Alyssa, 18 years old. I’ve had Change is needed and I want to do my part to keep this a viable
many and varied jobs but the two main charitable organization. None of my intentions are selfish, I want
ones are Puritan Bennett for 19 years to keep this going for my father-in-law, Ray Masters, who passed
ending as a system administrator. Since away in 2017. Thank you for your time and I hope to get your
then I’ve worked for Searles Valley vote. If you have any ideas or suggestions, please contact me
Minerals as an IT manager for the last 17 years. I was involved and I will take them into consideration.

National Director

Brad Cunningham

Flag Day presentations for children, safety vests distributions for
school patrols, Halloween bag annual projects to elementary
schools, and school supplies for low income schools. Linda
founded a nonprofit, New Life Pregnancy—a ministry that works
Representing the North Carolina
with moms and their babies—which is in its 32nd year. She also
Division
serves on the advisory board of Healthy Beginnings, a program
Linda has been a faithful and active that works with at-risk moms to help them develop good
member of TPA since 1993 (29 years), in parenting skills. She and her husband, David, have been married
Post P, Gastonia, NC. During that time, she for 53 years and they have a son and daughter and two
has served as safety chair, community grandchildren whom they love dearly. They are active members
service chair, membership chair, vice of Friendship Baptist Church in Belmont, where Linda serves as
president, and has held the office of program chair for WMU, and also serves as a member of the
president for the past 16 years. At the Greater Gaston Baptist Association WMU Leadership Team. With
division level, she currently serves as 1st vice president and a strong commitment to TPA, Linda desires to serve on the board
membership chair. Additionally, Linda has organized and of directors for our great Association.
developed many projects for Post P, including but not limited to

National Director

Linda Payseur

National Director

Edwin S. Miller
Representing the Pennsylvania
Division
Edwin S. Miller, Pennsylvania Division is
a candidate for a seat on the national
board of directors for June 2022 thru
June 2024. He has been a member for 54
years. Ed graduated from Goldey Beacom
College, with a degree in accounting and
business administration; served in the
U.S. Marine Corp.; retired from working for the Pennsylvania
Liquor Control Board for 38 years; and was a District Manager
of 27 liquor stores for 19 of those years.
He is a member of the following organizations: St. John’s U.C.C.;
Mahanoy City Elks; American Legion; Local Historical Society;
on the board of directors of the Mahanoy City Library; and
member of the United Way Pacesetters Club. In TPA he is a past
Post Q, and a past PA Division President, also a past national
director for four years. He presently serves as Post Q
Community Service Chair; Post Q Secretary/Treasurer; member

of Pennsylvania Division Board; and member of the National
Hearing Fund Committee. He has been an honor roll member for
the last 27 years and a member of the 25 Club for a couple of
those years.
He has been a promoter of the TPA Hearing Trust most of his
years with donations and encouraging other to do so, in
promoting the past and present recognition program. He is an
avid sports fan and has been a runner and skier for over 30
years. Post Q and the Pennsylvania Division feels he is well
qualified and asks you to support him as a national director at
the June national convention in Grand Rapids, MI.
Ed has also been awarded the TPA Merit Award and Fraternalist
of the Year Award at previous national conventions. He was
Pennsylvania Division’s Coffee Break Chairperson for 20 years,
which received donations of many thousands of dollars, all
given to charities. For many years he was also chair of Post Q
Altruism Awards which now gives out $2,000 a year ($200 each)
to ten students in Schuylkill County.
Edwin S. Miller, nominated by the Pennsylvania Division and
Post Q (Anthracite Region), Mahanoy City, PA ... your support
will be appreciated.
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National Director

Dr.Rollin (Bill)
Mills
Representing the South Carolina
Division
FAMILY:
Spouse—Sharon Mills, deceased
Children—Jason Mills and Brent Mills,
deceased
Grandchildren—Bailey (22), Eliza (17),
Sam (13) and Kate (13)
EDUCATION:
Bachelor of Science, B.S.—Education in English and Social
Studies, 1966 Bob Jones University, Greenville, SC
Master of Education, M.Ed.—Education Administration and
Social Studies, 1969 Western Carolina University,
Cullowhee, NC
Education Specialist, Ed.S.—Educational Administration and
Psychology, 1976 University of South Carolina,
Columbia, SC
Doctor of Philosophy, Ph.D—Education Administration,
cognate in Computers and Psychology, 1988 University
of South Carolina, Columbia, SC
Graduate GPA of 3.93
EDUCATION POSITIONS HELD:
1966–1969 Social Studies, History Teacher
1969–1970 Assistant Principal, Guidance Counselor
1970–1971 Assistant Principal, 1,800 student enrollment
1971–1972 Principal, Harbor Christian Schools, K-12
(540 student enrollment)
1972–1987 Principal, Lexington Intermediate School
1987–2009 Lexington School District One, Office of
Human Resources
2009 Retired

EXPERIENCES IN EDUCATION:
Interviewed prospective employees, staff and teachers
Certified administrative evaluator
Trained principals to evaluate teachers
Taught graduate class for beginning teachers
Traveled to colleges and universities to recruit employees
Conducted Due Process hearings for employees
Discipline cases for employees, made recommendations
regarding employment or termination
Reviewed written legal documentation for district
employee cases
Responsible for standardized testing program
BUSINESS EXPERIENCE:
Series 6 Investment License
Trained as standardized testing administrator and evaluator
Owned an investment company for 10 years
TPA ACTIVITIES:
Member since 1979
Secretary, Post B Columbia, SC since 1983
State secretary since 1985
COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES:
Youth and adult coach, basketball and soccer
Lexington County Community Crime Watch
Lexington County, SC Sheriff’s Association
Election poll manager, 47 years
CHURCH ACTIVITIES:
First Baptist Church Columbia, member 31 years
Adult Sunday School teacher, five years
Bible study teacher, three years
Deacon
AWARDS:
Top 10% in United States National Teachers’ Exam
Who’s Who America, five times
Dictionary of National Biography
International Who’s Who

Harold Conrad from Cape Girardeau,
MO let us know that he had a sixdigit membership number and
wanted to know how many others
had them, too. TPA has 2,914
members that have six-digit
membership numbers. The
Association has 832 members that
are 90 years of age or older and has
nine members that are 100 years of
age or older.
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Plan your fall road trip with Avis and Budget
Enjoy the change in seasons and plan your fall getaway with savings from your TPA Avis and Budget Car
Rental Savings Program. Members can save up to 35% off base rates with the Pay Now feature on every
rental, plus receive additional offers like dollars off, a complimentary upgrade or a free weekend day.

Want more from your rental?
Skip the counter and paperwork at many locations and go straight to your car for faster pick-up and drop
off, when you sign up and use your complimentary membership in the Avis Preferred® or Budget’s
Fastbreak Rewards Program. Plus, members earn points towards free rentals, accessories and upgrades.
To make a reservation with Avis, visit: https://www.avis.com/en/association/A672075 and use your
Avis Worldwide Discount (AWD) number A672075.
To book with Budget, visit: https://www.budget.com/en/association/B079586 and use your Budget
Customer Discount (BCD) number B079586.
Or Text: TPAAABG to 833-344-0228 and get exclusive limited-time offers at your ﬁngertips.

TPA and Amazon Partnership
Welcome to AmazonSmile, where Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of
eligible smile.amazon.com purchases to the charities selected by customers.
Our registration is now complete. When customers click on our unique link,
they skip the charity selection process and are taken to smile.amazon.com
and are automatically asked if they want to support the TPA Hearing Trust
formerly known as TPA Scholarship Trust for the Hearing Impaired. Feel free
to contact national headquarters at 636-724-2227 and we will email the
hyperlink to you.

American Flag Program
The Community Service Committee has the responsibility of promoting
patriotism through the “American Flag Program.” We do this by displaying
and distributing the American flag at various events within our local
community whenever possible. Not all events will display the American
flag. Points are given through the reporting form for each American flag
that is displayed or distributed. We encourage every post and division to
participate in this commendable program.
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The Treasures of

Michigan
Traverse City, MI
Photo Credit: dreamstime.com

The Great State of Michigan
The TPA Annual Meeting will be held in Grand
Rapids Michigan, and you’ll want to check out pages 19
through 22 for information on Grand Rapids attractions.
Of course you’ll want to be sure to tack a few days on to
your trip to enjoy some of the state’s greatest treasures!

Look! Up in the sky …
And you might see mighty white pine trees that are
more than 120 feet tall. Hartwick Pines State Park is
located in Grayling, MI and covers 10,000 acres of land.
The park features a visitor center, paved and unpaved

hiking trails, mountain biking trails, camping grounds,
and an old-time logging camp that includes an old
chapel. Grab a brochure for a self-guided tour along the
paved, handicapped-accessible Old Growth Forest Foot
Trail (the tour is about one-hour in length). Learn about
the history of Michigan’s forests and wildlife at the
park’s visitor center.
Also in Grayling, you can trade in the trees for the
farm by visiting Wellington Farm. This historical site
shows what life was like in the late 1920s and early
1930s, during the Great Depression. Take a stroll down
Crafters Alley to watch broom making, loom and basket
weaving, blacksmiths and carpenters. Tour their
museum to see antique hand tools, furniture and posters.
As you are leaving, stop at their general store to
purchase a homemade souvenir or dessert for the road.

As American as cherry pie

Hartwick Pines State Park
Photo Credit: dreamstime.com
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Traverse City has many attractions to enjoy,
including Sleeping Bear Dunes National Park. This
national park includes 35 miles of beautiful sandy
beaches, a historic village, maritime museum and paved
trails. If you are feeling adventurous you can try a dune
climb up the sandy hills of the park, or simply walk

a 360 degree view that will allow you to see penguins all
around you. The zoo also features a carousel, railroad
and PlayVenture area for kids.

SeaLife Michigan Aquarium
Sleeping Bear Dunes
Photo Credit: dreamstime.com

along the dunes and enjoy the view. Be sure to stop by
the park’s office so your kids or grandkids can
participate in the Junior Ranger program as they explore
the park.
If you are looking for an unusual place to visit,
located near Traverse City at the Sara Lee Bakery Group
you will find the World’s Largest Cherry Pie Pan. The
pan once housed the world record breaking cherry pie.
The huge pie weighed 28,350 pounds and was 17 feet, 6
inches in diameter. It held the record from 1987-1992. It
is a pan-tastic place to stop.

Your next stop could be SeaLife Michigan
Aquarium, the state's largest aquarium. Jellyfish,
seahorses, sharks, sea turtles and stingrays are just a few
of the species you'll find at the aquarium. Everyone will
enjoy the hands-on exhibits for kids (and adults), a
special shipwreck exhibit and educational displays
about conservation.
SeaLife Michigan Aquarium
Photo Credit: dreamstime.com

World’s Largest Cherry Pie Pan
Photo Credit: dreamstime.com

You can never start your
holiday shopping too early!

You can also sit back, relax and enjoy the wind in
your hair while taking a horse drawn carriage ride. Visit
Fantail Farms for wagon rides in the summer, spring and
fall. During the winter, let the snow fly as you enjoy a
horse drawn sleigh ride.

From the North Pole to Europe—you’ll feel like
you’ve been transported across the ocean when you step
into Frankenmuth, MI. Known as “Little Bavaria” this
city’s cobblestone paths and Bavarian architecture give
the town a real European feel. Enjoy a delicious chicken
dinner that helped make the town famous, or some craft
beer from the Frankenmuth Brewery. Be sure to walk

Walk on your wild side
Enjoy the animal kingdom by visiting the Detroit
Zoo, and the more than 1,600 animals that call the zoo
home. While walking the zoo’s 125-acres you'll see
amphibians, mammals, birds and reptiles. One of the
highlights of your visit will be the Polk Penguin
Conservation Center, featuring two acrylic tunnels with

Frankenmuth, MI — Little Bavaria
Photo Credit: dreamstime.com

along and enjoy the many boutiques that line the path.
Don’t forget to look up! The Bavarian Inn’s
Glockenspiel Tower chimes on the hour, and houses a
magnificent 35 bell carillon, and beautiful figurine
movement depicting the legend of the Pied Piper of
Hamelin.
Sources: nps.gov, puremichigan.org, traversecity.com, gogreat.com,
wellingtonfarmusa.com
Detroit Zoo
Photo Credit: dreamstime.com
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Be sure to reserve your room by
Friday, May 27, 2022. $129 Room Rate.

CONVENTION

Join Us for the 2022 TPA National Convention
Amway Grand Plaza Hotel • 187 Monroe NW • Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503
Phone:

800-253-3590 • www.amwaygrand.com

June 19 – June 22, 2022 • Grand Rapids, Michigan
Hotel Rooms

Hotel Lobby

R

ecognized by Historic Hotels of America, the
Amway Grand Plaza Hotel preserves its 1916
details, including original ironwork and their 29-story
glass tower. They’re next to DeVos Place Convention
Center and connected to Van Andel Arena by a network
of skywalks. Enjoy their spa, heated indoor pool, and
views of Grand Rapids from the sundeck.

Restaurants
The property offers seven restaurants where you can
experience culinary perfection. Whether it’s high above
Grand Rapids’ lively cityscape on the 27th floor, or in
the Rendezvous modern lounge that offers an excellent
relaxing atmosphere to enjoy your breakfast buffet in
the morning with create-your-own omelets—it’s all
served with sophistication at Amway Grand Plaza.
With the best collection of fine dining, their restaurants
will whet your appetite. Check out the Kitchen Counter
Wolfgang Puck, Lumber Baron Bar, Rendezvous,
Ruth’s Chris Steak House, Starbucks, The Kitchen by
Wolfgang Puck, or MDRD on the 27th floor where you
can relish the captivating scenery at a table surrounded
by panoramic views of the Grand River.

You must inform the reservation staff that you are a
member of the Travelers Protective Association to
receive the group rates. Room rates are $129 and are
subject to 9% occupancy tax and 6% state tax. (Tax
rates are subject to change.) Grand Rapids is a popular
destination, so be sure to make your reservations early!
Check-in time is 4:00 pm and check-out time is 11:00
am. Luggage storage is available for early arrival and
late departure. Self-parking is $7 per day and valet
parking is $34 per day with unlimited in and out
privileges.

Air Transportation
Gerald R. Ford International Airport (airport code GRR)
serves the air travel needs of the community. Air service
is provided by Allegiant, American, Delta, Frontier,
United, and Southwest, with car rentals available on site.
The airport is conveniently located less than thirteen
miles from the Amway Grand Plaza Hotel.

Attractions
After the meetings, but before you head home, take
some time to enjoy the city of Grand Rapids and all
there is to see and do there! Visit the Grand Rapids
Children’s Museum. For less than $10 a person, you
can visit this hands-on museum featuring exhibits for
children of all ages. Take a trip to the Downtown
Market. The Downtown Market is one of the best
places to get a taste of Michigan’s diverse, delicious
foods. They have more than artisan food shops in
addition to full-service restaurants, you can enjoy
everything from “meats to sweets.” The Downtown
Market Grand Rapids is accessible to wheelchairs.
Whet your whistle by visiting Founders Brewing
Company. Take a tour of their facility, or just visit their
taproom to test their beverages and delicious
sandwiches. No matter when you stop, you will find
brews on tap that are unique to Founders. Check out
their German beer hall, patio and beer garden which
often features live music. Take a stroll across Blue
Bridge, one of the longest truss bridges in the U.S.
Originally a railroad bridge, the Blue Bridge has been
converted into a pedestrian bridge, with a beautiful view
of the river. You can also consider a nighttime stroll to
enjoy the bright lights that illuminate the bridge.
The room block will be lifted on May 28, 2022.
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Plenty to see and do in Grand Rapids Michigan!
After the meetings, but before you head home, take some time to enjoy the
city of Grand Rapids and all there is to see and do there!
Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Park

Grand Rapids Public Museum

There are many areas within Meijer Gardens to explore
including the indoor gardens, such as the tropical
conservatory, Victorian, carnivorous, and arid gardens,
as well as outdoor area like the Richard & Helen DeVos
Japanese Garden, Children’s Garden, Michigan’s Farm
Garden and a world-class Sculpture Park.

This museum features world-class exhibitions on
science, history and culture. Stroll through a full-scale
detailed re-creation of Grand Rapids in the 1890s, ride
a 1928 Spillman Carousel and visit the Chaffee
Planetarium (separate fees apply).

Gerald R. Ford Presidential Museum
Permanent exhibits allow visitors to participate in
history while reviewing the lives of President and Mrs.
Ford. A succession of feature exhibits draws upon the
holdings of the entire Presidential Libraries System,
Smithsonian Institution, and National Archives. Visitors
can also see President Ford’s and Betty Ford’s burial site.

John Ball Zoo
Over 2,000 animals including tigers, lions, bears,
otters, chimpanzees, red panda, and many more.
Adventure experiences include a zip line, ropes course,
gem sluice, and funicular (tram). Interactive animal
exhibits include a walk-thru budgie aviary and wallaby
yard, along with camel rides and a petting corral.

Grand Rapids Children’s Museum
Grand Rapids Art Museum (GRAM)
The Grand Rapids Art Museum located in the heart of
downtown, is the world’s first LEED® Gold-certified
museum. Come explore three floors of art, engage in an
exciting range of programs and learning opportunities.

The Grand Rapids Children’s Museum houses several
permanent exhibits like Bubbles, Little GR, and the
Ranger Station, along with several rotating exhibits.
Within each of these areas the museum and their
facilitators are ready to
play, from dressing up
to building, and from
experimenting
to
sensory play, there is
sure to be something
your child/grandchild
will find themselves
totally engrossed in.
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TPA Annual Meeting — Schedule of Events
Amway Grand Plaza Hotel, Grand Rapids, Michigan
9:30 – 10:50 am
11:00 am – 12:00
1:00 – 4:00 pm
1:00 – 4:00 pm
4:30 – 5:00 pm
6:00 – 10:15 pm

8:30 – 9:00 am
9:00 am

8:45 am – 12:00 noon

2:00 – 4:00 pm
11:30 am
1:30 – 4:00 pm

4:15 – 5:00 pm

5:30 – 6:30 pm
6:30 – 7:00 pm
7:00 – 7:45 pm
7:45 – 10:30 pm

9:00 am
8:45 am
1:00 – 3:00 pm

SUNDAY, JUNE 19, 2022
National Board of Directors Meeting
Winchester Room
TPA Hearing Trust – Trustees Meeting
Winchester Room
Registration – Delegates and Guests
Registration 2
Michigan Hospitality Room
Emerald Room
Church Service – Richard Martin
Emerald Room
TPA Hearing Trust Live Auction
Ambassador West Ballroom
6:00 pm – Dinner (ticket required)
7:00 pm – Disc Jockey Len Van Prooyen
MONDAY, JUNE 20, 2022
Registration – Delegates and Guests
Registration 2
Morning Business Session
Ambassador East Ballroom
State Representative – Tommy Brann
Memorial Service
Exemplification of Ritual
Youth Program
Battle GR mobile video game
Lunch Provided
Pool Party
Recess
Afternoon Business Session
Ambassador East Ballroom
Meet the TPA Hearing Trust Recipient
McGowan Family
TPA Past and Present Officers Group
Ambassador East Ballroom
TUESDAY, JUNE 21, 2022
No Business Session
Adult Field Trip – Optional
National President’s Banquet
Happy Hour – Crown Foyer
Speech – Ambassador West Ballroom
Dinner (ticket required)
Entertainment
Music from the band “entourage”
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 22, 2022
Business Session to Adjournment
Ambassador East Ballroom
Youth Program
Community Service Project
National Board of Directors Meeting
Winchester Room
All holdover and newly elected directors
T R AV E L E R S
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Community Service Programs
Successful Meetings!
Successful Fundraisers!
How did you do it?

S

end your success stories and how you did it to national
headquarters to be considered for inclusion in the
“Members in Action” section of the TRAVELERS magazine.
Sharing the “How to” steps with other posts and divisions
will encourage members to become active and increase their
interest in TPA, raise awareness of the Association in the
community, and promote new membership.
What successful meeting, social activity, function or membership drive did your
post sponsor recently? Share the “How to” steps in setting it up. What did members
do to help organize it, such as planning, prizes, contacting speakers, obtaining and
preparing food, and making contacts during a membership drive, etc.? Who was
contacted, how many members were expected to participate, what was necessary to
organize a TPA fundraiser?
Some simple ways to help the community include:
• Homeless Shelters and Soup Kitchens—Donate food or supplies to your local
homeless shelter or soup kitchen. Browse the internet for homeless shelters and
soup kitchens in your area.
• Helping the Elderly—Volunteer to mow a lawn or shovel snow for an elderly
person in your community. Check with your local senior citizens center or place
of worship for a list of people in need.
• Visit a local nursing home in your community—Many elderly in a nursing home
enjoy playing games, listening to a good book, or simply engaging in
conversation. Be sure to call the nursing home in advance to make arrangements
for how to best help.
• School Supply Drive—Organize a backpack or school supply drive to help needy
children in your area. Check with local social services organizations or places
of worship for list of children in need.
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I L L I N O I S

Members of Post E in Peoria held their annual Christmas
party. The 22 members in attendance enjoyed a delicious
buffet and had fun exchanging white elephant gifts.
Members enjoyed food, fellowship, and spending time
together. The article was submitted by Janet Hamilton,
post president.
Pictured are:
#1 – Dean and Kathy
Costello enjoying
Kathy’s white elephant
present.

#3
#2

#2 – Post E members
enjoying their meal.
#3 – Corilee Weishaar
and Becky Burdett
opening Becky’s white
elephant gift.
#4 – Marianne McPhail
running the white
elephant exchange.

#4

#5

#5 – Mary Mallory
opening her white
elephant gift.

The Illinois Division recently held their state board of directors
meeting. Arnold Gerst retired as state president and was
presented with a plaque honoring his many years of
service. Additionally, “Arnie” has been a member of
TPA for 50 years and was presented with a
commemorative pin. Dean Costello, the new state
president reminded the group that the number one
goal should be to maintain and increase
membership. After the business session the
members enjoyed lunch, fellowship, and spending
time together.

Pictured left to right: State Secretary Dixie Burdett and
State President Dean Costello.

Arnold Gerst
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Claude Giroux was the speaker at a recent Post D monthly
meeting in South Boston. Mr. Giroux is the executive
director of The Prizery, an arts and cultural center. He
shared his experiences as a veteran producer of live
theater, festivals, concerts, and other events. Mr. Giroux
has produced in all fifty states and several foreign
countries. He also shared his plans to rejuvenate The
Prizery with lots of concerts, live theater, cultural events,
and plenty of activities for youth and children.
Pictured left to right: Carlyle Wimbish; Claude Giroux; and
Gary Newcomb.

Doug Ford was the speaker at a Post D monthly
meeting in South Boston. Mr. Ford is the president
of the board of directors of the South BostonHalifax County Museum of Fine Arts and History. He
discussed the recent renovation of the museum,
upcoming exhibits, the history of South Boston,
and how the museum works to maintain that
history.
Pictured left to right: Doug Ford and Gary
Newcomb.

Kristy Johnson recently spoke at a Post D monthly meeting in
South Boston. Ms. Johnson is the executive director of the
Halifax County Industrial Development Authority (IDA). She
discussed her duties and the work of IDA to bring industry to
Halifax County.
Pictured left to right: Gary Newcomb and Kristy Johnson.

Jason Johnson was the speaker at a
Post D monthly meeting in South Boston.
Mr. Johnson is the Halifax County
Emergency Services Coordinator. He
discussed his duties, the training required
for the rescue squad and fire departments,
and the cooperation of adjoining counties
services in case of a major emergency.
Pictured left to right: Gary Newcomb and
Jason Johnson.
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Members of Post O of the Iowa Division provided community service by
ringing bells for the Salvation Army. Bell ringing helps raise money to
provide individuals with groceries or
shelter. Post O members John Maines,
Shelley Little, Ken Venables, Jim
Carlson, John Hunolt, Frank Luke, and
Richard James raised more than
$9,161 for those in need in their
community.
Picture in the group of four—left to
right: John Maines; Shelley Little; Ken
Venables; and Jim Carlson.
Pictured in the individual photo is John
Hunolt.
L O U I S I A N A

Members of Post F of the Louisiana Division held its
annual food drive. Various foods were collected at the
November post meeting and donated to a local church
that supports five food banks. Pictured is only a small
portion of the food that was collected because much of
it had already been distributed to those in need. Thank
you to all of the members that donated!
Pictured left to right: Jerry Moore; Alfred Moore;
John Theall; and Sena Theall.

N E B R A S K A

Members of the Nebraska Division held a board
meeting in Fremont. They discussed the state’s
annual meeting, their Spring membership drive,
and discussed new locations for additional TPA
safety signs around town. The membership
drive focused on increasing post membership,
and perhaps having everyone come up with a “TPA Prospect List” consisting of
friends, co-workers, neighbors, kids, grandkids, church friends, sorority friends,
workout friends, club members from other fraternal organizations, etc. Four board
members were unable to attend due to travel and coronavirus restrictions.
Pictured left to right: Mitch Bridges; Karen Uettwiller; David Steffen; Ron Preston
Leach; Shirley Calvin; Arlene Vyhidal; and Stan Vyhidal.
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Members of Post A of the Michigan Division held their
annual membership drive in Grand Rapids. Fifty-five
members attended the event to provide information and
promote the Association.

Members of the Michigan Division held a “Socktober”
event by placing collection containers in multiple
communities at several businesses in Michigan. A total
of 730 pairs of socks were collected for men, women,
and children, and distributed to various homeless
shelters in local communities. The need for socks is high
because it is the least donated item at shelters.

Members of Post A of the Michigan Division
volunteered and prepared 45 individual meals at
Ronald McDonald House. The meals were frozen
and will be used to feed guests as needed.
Pictured left to right: Annamarie Cassis; Marilyn
Tonak; John Chmielewski; Connie Kennedy; and
Beth Koster.

TPA member Ronald “Buzz” Possehn was recognized in the Ionia
Sentinel-Standard for holding a Veteran’s Day luncheon at his residence.
Mr. Possehn and ADAC Automotive have partnered for six years to host
a luncheon to honor our veterans. Although he is not a veteran, his dad
was, and Buzz really loves our vets. Forty veterans were thanked for
their service and treated to a nice meal. Thank you Buzz for all you do.
Pictured left to right: Sallie and “Buzz” Possehn.
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Post A of the Michigan Division donated 200 pairs of
socks to Dégagé Ministries. Many hardships exist in life
and none of us are exempt from them. Dégagé offers
help and hope to homeless and disadvantaged
individuals in the community.
Pictured left to right: Rachel, from Dégagé, and Marilyn
Tonak, president of Post A.
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Members of Post D of the Missouri Division held their annual “Rib Sale” fundraiser. This took a
monumental effort from Thursday through Saturday where they prepared 312 slabs of freshly cooked
ribs. Thanks goes out to Post D and all their volunteers, including those who are not pictured, in helping
fill the coffers for the next fiscal year.
Pictured left to right: Ray O’Neal; Lucas Blankenship; George Martin; Charlie Dawson; Brian Hackler;
Craig Masters; Pat Reed; Catarino Gonzalez; E.L. Reed; and Brad Cunningham.

Members of Post D of the Missouri Division held its Fourth Annual
Ray Masters Memorial Sporting Clay Tournament. The event was
held at Powder Creek Shooting Park in Lenexa, KS, a suburb of
Kansas City, MO. The top two paired teams were awarded and took
home small cash prizes. TPA National President E.L. Reed was in
attendance and competed in the event.
Pictured left to right: George Martin; Catarino Gonzalez; Dylon
Needham; and E.L. Reed.

Post SC member Pat Larson provided community service in
Jefferson City, MO by ringing the bell for the Salvation Army. She
hopes her volunteer effort will help inspire others to do the same
next year. Bell ringing helps raise money to provide individuals with
food or shelter.
Pictured is Pat Larson.
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Members in Post P have been distributing Halloween bags to schools for more than
twenty years. This has been an exciting project for TPA members because the schools
look forward to the annual visit and delivery of treats. This year the post presented more
than 3,000 bags to Partnership for Children, Lingerfeldt, Woodhill, Gardner Park,
McAdenville, and Sadler schools. Unfortunately, due to the coronavirus pandemic,
students could not be involved in the presentations. Special thanks to all of the
members in Post P who participated in the project, including Tom Brawley, Carol
Mabee, David Payseur, Linda Payseur, James Ruppe, and Wanda Ruppe.
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Members of Post V in Johnstown collected more than 200 pounds
of can tabs, approximately 290,000 of them. Those metal pieces
on the top of aluminum cans may be recycled for money to
support programs and those in need. Collecting tabs is also a
friendly competition between posts and divisions.
Members of Post L Lehigh Valley held a Halloween Trunk and Treat at the
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in Allentown, PA. Over 200 children attended
the event.

Pictured left to right: Diane Schwartz; Donald
Schwartz; and Walt Lamm.

Post L of the Pennsylvania Division held their annual Christmas Party in December 2021. Everyone enjoyed the party and each attendee
was given a “Santa Pants” container filled with candy and soda. A special thank you to Diane and Donald Schwartz, who did all the
shopping and donated all the gifts for post members to enjoy. In addition, the centerpieces were raffled off to four lucky winners. At the
party the post honored five 50-year members by providing their dinner and presenting them with 50-year membership pins.

Pictured standing are (left to right): Donald Schwartz and
Pennsylvania State President Karl “Skip” Wolf. In the front
row are 50-Year members Kurt Yarnall, James Flexer, John
Olson, Roger Reichard and Richard Hartzell.
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED.

CELEBRATING the

UNSUNG HEROES
HEROES
UNSUNG
of COMMUNITY

Giving a child the ability to hear and
the tools to communicate changes
their lives forever. To each child who
receives the generous support of
TPA members through the

TPA HearingTrust, there’s no better
sound than the sound of support.
Here’s to the heroes of community
who share their love by giving
the gift of hearing.

LEARN HOW TO BECOME A HERO IN YOUR COMMUNITY!

CONTACT
CONTACT
TPA TODAY
TODAY
TPA

tpahq.org
(636) 724-2227

